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March 12, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Wow! What an event we had on Saturday night! I am 

deeply grateful to each of you who played a part in helping 

New Morning School to shine. We worked together as a  

team to make it happen. 

 

Thank you to our auction team: Amanda Laidlaw and  

Deanna Pyle (co-chairs); Joan Barrett, Jillian Beckley,  

Christine Bridges, Alicia Fedell, Heather Johnson,  

Dawn Lauzon, Kate Olson, Megan Parsons, and  

Kathryn Shindeldecker. 

 

Just as we modeled working together to create a first-rate auction, our elementary students worked 

collaboratively to build a buddy bench. The idea for the buddy bench came from the students. They 

wanted a bench outside on the playground where a child could sit if he/she needed someone to play 

with. With help from Simon Bach, the did the assembly. Thank you to all! 

 

Elaine 
elaine@newmorningschool.com 
 

 

The Top “Five” to be in the Know 
 
 

1. A Week of Rest . . . 

. . . well deserved after creating the auction! 

 

2. Open House on Thursday 

Our walk-in Open House is from 8:30 – 11:30 am on Thursday. Please invite your friends to join 

us. Our best referrals come from YOU as we seek out more great families just like you. 

 

 

Simon Bach helping the students 

with their buddy bench 
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3. Love and Logic – starts next week! 

Create calm in your home! See below for more info.  

 

4. Pizza & Piaget – Wed., March 21 

Next week on Wednesday is a great night! Learn about the work of Jean Piaget upon which we 

build our program. In a high-interest, fast-paced way, learn “why children do what they do.” 

New parents who did not attend in the fall are required to attend. This is also open to the public, 

so please invite your friends. 

 

5. Book Character Day 

Book Character day, for all levels, is on Thur., March 22. Children (and adults) can dress as a 

book character for the parade in the morning. 

 

 

Parenting with Love and Logic 

Can’t get your kid to get dressed and out of the house on time, no matter how many times you remind, 

beg, or threaten? Tired of arguments and tantrums over bedtimes and food choices? Renowned parenting 

experts Jim Fay and Foster Kline’s Parenting with Love and Logic strategies will save your sanity and 

help motivate your children to make better choices.  NMS middle school teacher Dr. Cheryl Blau will 

share their best strategies in the full, six-week Love and Logic Parenting Course right here at New 

Morning School on Tuesday evenings 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. The dates are March 20, 27; April 10- May 1. 

Please sign up in advance at the front desk or via email at nms@newmorningschool.com so that we can 

secure a spot for you. The cost is $75 for the six-session course, payable in advance. 

 

With Flying Colors! 

Every two years our preschool and Kids’ Club are inspected by a representative from the State Licensing 

and Regulatory Affairs division. This year the inspector observed our preschool program. She loved the 

way the youngers and olders interacted during reading buddies. She is also required to inspect 

paperwork, parent forms, first aid/CPR documentation and more. We passed with flying colors!!! We 

met every single rule! Thank you to our great teachers, Marisa and Trisha, and our administrative staff: 

Carrie, Kate, Joan, Claire, Annette. 

 

Scholastic Book Orders 

Last week we placed Scholastic Flyers in your mail slots. We’re hoping you’ve had time to take a look 

and make some decisions about the books you would like to order. If you are interested in ordering, 

please place your order by March 23. Instructions for ordering are at the end of this newsletter.  

 

Remember, every book order earns points that we use to purchase books and supplies for the 

classrooms. Everyone benefits from your order!  

 

If you have any questions, contact Kate Olson at kate_olson3@hotmail.com or 313-399-0838. 

 

Girls on the Run 
Miss Carrie is bringing Girls on the Run to New Morning School! It’s a program for 3-6

th
 grade girls, 

dedicated to creating a world where every girl knows and activates her limitless potential and is free to 

mailto:nms@newmorningschool.com
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-3- 

boldly pursue her dreams. The group will meet every Monday and Wednesday right after school. On 

May 20, the girls will run a 5K together representing New Morning School. More info to come as the 

event gets closer. We’d LOVE a cheering section!  

 

 

 

  

Happening Events 

March 

Mon. March 12 Parent-Teacher Conferences –  

PS, K, EL, MS 

No school – all levels 

There is full-day Kids’ Club – all levels 

Wed. March 21 Pizza & Piaget  

 

6:00 – 7:45 pm – for new families who 

could not attend in the fall 

 

Thurs. March 29 Conference Day – No school 

for all levels 

 

Full-day Kids’ Club available for PS-8th 

 

April 

Fri. – Fri.  March 30 –  
April 6  

Spring Break  No school – all levels  
There is full-day Kids’ Club – all levels  

Mon.  April 9  Classes Resume  Welcome back!  
 

Thur.  April 12  PM Assessment Day  
for EL & MS  

Dismiss 11:30 am – EL, MS  
Testing grades 3, 5, 7  
There is Kids’ Club in PM for EL, MS  
Regular school day for PS, K  

Fri.  April 13  Professional Dev. – PS  
(Teachers attend early 
childhood conference)  

No school for PS  
There is full-day Kids’ Club available for 
PS  
Regular school for K – 8  

Tues.  April 24  Community Eat & Meet  6:30 pm; req’d co-op families  
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         Preschool Brainstormers 
 

 
What’s New 
Happy Birthday to our friend Eleanor who turned five on Sunday! 
  
March is Reading Month! This week we continue our study of author and illustrator Leo Lionni. He 
wrote and illustrated over 40 books, including many award winners. He was born in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands and immigrated to the United States.  Many of his books are fables.  His illustrations were 
often forms of collage.  He inspired Eric Carle and they also became friends.  We have been reading 
and discussing his stories, their characters, their themes, and the art he created to illustrate his works. 
The art activities we have been working on and will continue are paper and watercolor collages; 
printing; paper mache and more. For discovery, children can measure play dough worms; explore how 
colors mix; sort and sequence our seasons; play with fish counters and a scale; play a math game with 
eggs; and measure and play with wind. We have been thoroughly enjoying this Leo Lionni study so far! 
 
Another way we are celebrating reading month is inviting guest readers to our classrooms.  Anybody 
can be a guest reader, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, neighbors, or special friends.  Contact your 
child’s teacher if you would like to join us.   
 
Important Reminders: 
Circle (whole group) time begins in both preschool classrooms at 8:50am.  When you arrive after 
8:50am, it is disruptive to this important learning time for both your student and others. 
 
Winter weather continues to show up, and we will play outside in it!  Please send complete winter 
outdoor gear every school day.  This includes coat, snow pants, mittens, hat and boots.  Many children 
have needed to borrow items lately, and it takes extra time to get outside when they need to choose 
these items.  Outside play is very important to your child’s healthy development.   
 
Please check and replenish your child’s change of clothes that they keep at school.  The need for these 
often arises! 
 
Specials Schedule 
Monday- Gym  
Wednesday- Sharing  
Thursday- Reading Buddies  
Friday- Gym 
 
“Have-Tos” have started for some of our older students. Kindergarten bound friends are expected to 
visit the ABC, 123, and writing center once per week if possible. 
 
Conferences 
Thank you to those who were able to have a conference with us on Monday.  We always enjoy meeting 
with you and discussing your wonderful children’s growth and development! We have rescheduled the 
previous conference day that ended up being a snow day for Thursday, March 29. Look for an email 
from your child’s teacher, and please sign up. 
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Letter of the Week 
This week we are learning about the letter K from Felix (T&F) and Eva (W&Th) in Marisa’s room, and 
Elena (W) and Dylan (T&Th) in Trisha’s room.   
 
Thanks! 
Trisha and Marisa 
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                              Kindergarten Explorers 
 
 

 

                                                     
 
A Peek at This Week 
This week in kindergarten we will continue measurement in math, reading Charlotte’s Web, and begin a 
new sound in phonics-WH. 
 
ABC/Writing Center 
This week we will continue to practice our red and orange rainbow words. Hopefully, in addition to our 
practice, we will add another color to our rainbow word set (yellow). Those who are ready for the next 
set will be able to move on and those who need more practice will be able to continue to practice the 
red and orange sets we have already completed. 
 
 

 Write rainbow words in sand, shaving cream, paint, and with multiple colors 
 Play Sight Word Soup 

 
Charlotte's Web 
Last week we began reading Charlotte’s Web together. As a class we discussed and completed a short 
response about each chapter. This week we will continue reading chapters 5-9. We will read one 
chapter aloud each morning together. Each kindergartener will then complete a reading response 
(Describe characters, draw pictures, compare and contrast, etc.) as one of their have to’s. If your child 
does not attend kindergarten five days a week please consider purchasing the book to read the missing 
chapters together at home. 
 

Monday No School  

Tuesday Chapter 10: An Explosion What happens to Charlotte? 

Wednesday Chapter 11: The Miracle Draw a message in the web. 

Thursday Chapter 12: A Meeting Why are the animals having a meeting? 

Friday Chapter 13: Good Progress Illustrate Charlotte’s bedtime story to Wilbur. 
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Math 
This week we will continue measurement!  

 Measure with nonstandard units of measurement (pennies and unifix cubes)  
 Measure the Room 
 Compare Weights 

 
Phonics 
This week we will study the sound WH. 

 Practice writing and saying Wh words 
 Personalize our own WH word books 

 
Art 
This week we will create Charlotte’s Web inspired art. 

 Colorful Barns 
 Character Puppets 

 
Sensory 
Colorful Noodles 
 
Project Work 
Last week we made a very special birthday cake for Ms. Cathy’s dog, Cooper. We measured with liquid 
and dry measuring cups, practiced mixing, and cracked eggs! We also had 3 days of “Do Anything You 
Want”. We conducted science experiments (Mentos and Diet Coke), painted with our feet, had extra-
long recess, and attempted to fly drones. This week we will make pie for Pi Day with our middle school 
reading buddies. We will also resume project work.  
 

                               
            

Guest Readers 
This week we will have our first guest reader. Thank you, Brad Gibbons! In honor of reading month we 
would love to have guest readers share their favorite books with us. If you would like to be a guest 
reader, please contact me to set up a day and time to come in. 
 
Mark Your Calendars 
Thursday, March 22: Dress Like Your Favorite Book Character Day 
Friday, March 30-Friday, April 6: Spring Break 
 
Every day may not be good, but there is something good in every day! 
 
Kate 
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                        Elementary Scholars 

 

Thank you to all who have attended conferences so far. If you still need a time we are available, just 

contact us. 

Reading month is in full swing. Our students did a fantastic job reciting their poems. They have all 
started reading for their book reports, and have loved reading with flashlights. Each student will 
complete four book reports. One is on a Caldecott book, a fantasy book, a biography or nonfiction book, 
and a book of their choice. Please ask your child what they have read about so far.  
 
Character day is on 3-22-18. Your child can dress up as his/her favorite book character and share the 
book with friends. It should be a great day!  
 
Tell a joke day is on Tuesday 3-13-18. If your child hasn't already, they need to find at least one joke to 
tell to their friends. If they missed our poem day they can share that on Tuesday as well. 
 
We learned about women in history this week. All week we have talked about all the great 
accomplishments that women have made. Our third and fourth graders were able to research and 
present with a middle school student about different women in history. The rest of our class loved their 
presentations.  
 
 
Reminders: 

 Tell a Joke on Tuesday 
 Flashlight Reading on Wednesday 
 3-22-18 is Character Day 
 3-28-18 Camp Out/PJ Day!  

Christine and Cynthia 
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      Middle School Leaders  

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

There was a Suffragette in the building last Thursday in honor of International Women’s Day!  In her 

Suffragette costume, Cheryl visited each classroom to explain why she was dressed this way.  While 

the students are glad women can now vote, they were more aghast to learn that there was a time when 

women were not allowed to wear pants!  Ms. Cathy then shared that her high school – Churchill in 

Livonia – did not allow girls to wear pants until her junior year there in 1971! 

 

To further celebrate this day, the third and fourth graders joined the middle schoolers in researching 

women throughout history who have stood up for what they believed in.  After working together 

for only 30 minutes, these students then presented what they learned to all of the elementary and 

middle school students.  Watch for the “Gallery of Women in History” they created which will be 

going up in the downstairs hallways later this week.  

 

ELA 

Last week, students resumed Comparative Literature as they began reading and discussing the novel 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass.  Students will read 1-2 chapters per week on 

their own, meeting in small groups with Stella or Cheryl to discuss each chapter.  Ask your middle 

schooler what Jeremy’s dad sent him, why it’s important, and how he or she thinks Jeremy will solve 

the problem of the lost keys. 

 

Also this week, Stella will introduce an intriguing creative writing project.  We want it to be a surprise 

for the students, so you’ll have to wait and ask your middle schooler for the scoop on it later in the 

week!  In addition to other skills, students will have an opportunity to apply what they have learned 

about FANBOYS, compound sentences, and comma use while working on these new writings. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students have been working on their “Ancient” African Kingdom research projects and Google 

Slides presentations.  Students will finish these this week and begin sharing what they have 

discovered about these kingdoms with the class.  Ask your middle schooler to explain why we have put 

quotation marks around the word “ancient” when referring to African Kingdoms.  (Hint:  It has to do 

with the fall of the Roman Empire relative to when some of these kingdoms existed.)  This week, we 

will also sharpen our geography skills by mapping regions of the world we have studied along with 

important physical features of these regions. 

SPELLING AND VOCABULARY 

Last week, our root was facto which is Latin meaning “make” or “do” as in manufacture, benefactor, 

deface, facsimile, and factory.  This week, our root will be sub which is Latin meaning “under” or 

“below” as in subtract, submerge, subpar, subterranean, and substantiate.  In our exploration of the 

meaning of the word subtropical this week, we will begin exploring lines of latitude on maps and 

globes (we love it when subject areas like Spelling and Social Studies overlap!). 
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PI DAY 

The mathematical Pi begins 3.14, and since March 14 is 3/14, we will be celebrating this Wednesday, 

March 14, as Pi Day!!! In addition to experimenting with circles of all sizes to discover the 3ish-to-1 

ratio of circle diameter-to-circumference Pi represents for ourselves, we will collaborate with our 

Kindergarten Reading Buddies to bake mini-pies called hamantashen for each student in the 

school. 

 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES  

This Wednesday, March 14, at 10:00am, students around the country plan to walk out of their 

classrooms for a brief period of time to show their solidarity with the young people who have been 

impacted by school shootings in our country.  As we encourage NMS students to stand up and speak 

out for what they believe is right and fair for themselves and others, we will provide parameters and 

guidance for those students who wish to participate in this peaceful demonstration of their 

views. 

 

Note: The teachers will stay in the classrooms (unless needed for supervision). The teachers’ role is to 

share information, so that students are informed. It is their job to let the students consider their own 

positions on every issue. 

 

STUDENT-PARENT-TEACHER-CONFERENCES 

Due to Cheryl’s presentation at the MAMSE Conference on Monday, the middle schoolers will have 

their conferences this Friday, March 16, instead of on Monday, March 12.  Please note that even 

though we will be having conferences this Friday, March 16, middle school students will still 

have school that day! 

 

Have an AMAZING week! 

 

 Stella and Cheryl  
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Aide and Teacher Sub List 

 
 

Volunteer Aide Substitute 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Jenelle Mazaris 
jenellejcm@yahoo.com 

734-748-3140 Monday mornings and 
Wednesdays all day 
 

 

Annette Solomon 
docsolo23@gmail.com 

937-304-1494 All except not Mon. or 
Tues. PM 

 

 

Paid Aides 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Cathy Sapelak 
sapelakc@gmail.com 

734-725-3446 Available Thur. PM Preschool/ K/ Elem 

Lisa Spielman 
lisaspielman15@gmail.com 

734-233-8068  Mon. AM; Thur. PM; all 
day Tues., Wed., Fri. 

Any program 

Samantha Trout 
sktrout@wccnet.edu 

 734-770-7471 Mon. - Thurs. PM, Fri. all 
day 

Any program  

Claire Bezuidenhout 
cbezuidenhout86@gmail.com 

 313-498-8025 Mon. – Fri., all day 

 
Any program  

Michael Tocco 
mtocco23@gmail.com 

 734-771-5071 Tuesday and Friday all 
day 
 

Any program 

 
 
 

Teacher Substitutes 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Emily Besecker 
ebbesecker@gmail.com 

413-627-3809 Fridays only 
 

Any  

Jenelle Marzaris (volunteer) 
jenellejcm@yahoo.com 

734-748-3140 Monday mornings and 
Wednesdays all day 

 

Jeannine Laible 
jlaible@nyxinc.com 

504-569-1020 Fridays only Any 

Towela Okwudire 
towelaokwudire8_tzy@indeedemai
l.com 
 

 Mornings only until 11:15 am Any 

Lisa Spielman 
lisaspielman15@gmail.com 

734-233-8068  Thur. PM; all day Mon., 
Tues., Wed., Fri. 

PS or K 

Samantha Trout 
sktrout@wccnet.edu 

734-770-7471 Mon.-Thur. PM, all day Fri. Aide of 
Teacher sub 

Michael Tocco 
mtocco23@gmail.com 

 734-771-5071 Tuesday and Friday all day 

 
Any  
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Parent Aide Switching List 
Name Phone 

Number 
Days/Times Available Program 

Jillian Beckley 
jillianbeckley@gmail.com 

734-751-1069 Thursday AM  Preschool 

Alice Everest0 
everest_family@sbcglobal.net 

734-740-0292 
  

Sandor Fazakas 
otto13matyi@yahoo.co.uk 

734-748-3307 
  

Ingrid Fischer 
ifischer@mail.com 

248-875-5643 
  

Adriana Gauthier 
vilandra28@gmail.com 

248-881-0539 Thursdays Preschool 

Andrea Glomski 
aglomski@gmail.com 

734-306-2595 
  

Haas, Kristen 
kkozi3@yahoo.com 

734-765-6105 M-F Call for availability Preschool 

Hall, Katie 
kmhall14@hotmail.com 

440-387-9506 Call for availability 
 

 

Harrison, Elise 
emh5981@yahoo.com 

734-223-5172 Possibly Tues, Wed or Thurs 
Need notice for sitter 

Preschool 

Jeannie Jachman 
jeanniejachman@gmail.com 

248-345-8087 
 

Possibly Mondays or Tuesdays. Text for 
availability. 

Any Program 

Kelly Klann 
kklann@me.com 

313-570-9114 aoe  

Jeannine Laible 
jlaible@nyxinc.com 

504-569-1020 
  

Megan Parsons 
mdsparsons@gmail.com 

269-217-6315 
  

Jessica Sandhu 
sandhujessica758@gmail.com 

248-251-2258 Some Mondays - Call 
 

Mary Vartanian 
mfn21us@yahoo.com 

734-905-0295 Mondays. Kindergarten/Preschool 

Stephanie Ward 
doveie92580@yahoo.com 

734-837-4443 Thursdays. Call for availability.  Preschool 

Alexa Westendorf 
alexabrenne08@gmail.com 

937-626-7604 
  

 

Scholastic Books 

If you find some books that you would like to order the instructions are as follows; 

Go to www.scholastic.com 

 

If you are not already registered click on "Register" in the top right-hand corner. Under the heading 

"Parents and Families" click on "Register Now". Follow instructions from there. If you are already 

registered log in with your email address and password. 

 

At some point during the log-in/registration process it may ask you for our school activation code. Our 

code is LK4DH. 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/


-13- 

If you have any questions please contact Kate Olson at kate_olson3@hotmail.com or 313-399-

0838. 

      Addendum 
 

 

Shop ‘til You Drop – How to help the school 

 

Primary – Children’s Clothing Company  

Primary has a partnership program with schools to help with fundraising efforts. Should you be 

interested in making a purchase now or in the future, use this 

link www.primary.com/school/newmorning and Primary will donate a percentage back to New 

Morning School. Additionally, first time purchases save 20% with the code 

NEWMORNING. See attached for more information. If you have any questions, please reach out. 

Please feel free to share our code and shopping link with your friends and family.  

          Heather Johnson 

 

                  iGive.com  

This is a simple way to raise money for New Morning school!  Use iGive.com to shop at over 

1800 online retailers and a portion of your purchase is donated back to New Morning 

School.   The participating retailers include Kohl’s, Target, ToysRUs, Groupon, Apple, Pottery 

Barn, Macy’s, expedia.com…   

 

To get involved, go to www.iGive.com and create an account.   Then, choose New Morning 

School as your cause. For your purchases to be registered with iGive, you have to do one of two 

things on your home computer. 

1. - Go to the iGive.com “mall” and click on the link to the online retailer where you want to 

shop.  The “mall” is an alphabetical list of 1800 links to the participating retailers. 

2. - Download the “iGive Button.”  This is a web browser add-on.   It automatically notices that 

you are shopping at an iGive participating retailer and registers your transaction.   

 

All the details can be found on the iGive site. Please contact Anne Vondracek if you have 

questions. (anne.vondracek@gmail.com).   

 

smile.amazon.com  

Instead of going to amazon.com to shop, go to smile.amazon.com. The first time you do this you 

will select New Morning School as your charity. You do this only once. Then every time you 

shop the school receives a percentage of your sales. One, two, three! Shop! 

 

mailto:kate_olson3@hotmail.com
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