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April 9, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back! I hope that each of you enjoyed a taste of spring. Spring at New Morning School 

is always a busy time, with spring and year-end activities in the classrooms. Enjoy every minute 

as we enjoy three traditions – senior project presentations, our end-of-year performance and the school 

picnic. See the spring calendar below for dates. 

 

Elaine 
elaine@newmorningschool.com 
 

 

 

 

The Top “THREE” to be in the Know 
 
 

 

1. Open House – this Wednesday 

Our next Open House is this Wednesday, 8:30 – 11:00 am. You are our ambassadors. Please 

invite your friends.  

 

2. Assessment Day on Thursday - Elementary and Middle School dismiss at 11:30 am 
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Grades, 1-8 students will dismiss at 11:30 am. The 3
rd

, 5
th

 and 7
th

 grade students will stay for 

testing. If you aide on Thursday, please plan to stay through lunch. There is Kids’ Club, 11:30 

am – 6 pm. You need to sign up in the office by Tuesday at 9 am. 

 

3. Planning Ahead 

Tuesday, April 24, is our last Community Eat & Meet. Kathy Baker, our art teacher, will be 

sharing some of the students’ art work. Every child’s art, K – 8, will be included. In addition, 

George Albercook from Rocks & Robots will be sharing about the camp he will do at New 

Morning, June 25 – 29. Kathy will also be leading a drawing camp, June 18 – 22. More info       

to follow. 

 

 

Refresher So All Runs Well 

Just a reminder that when you are in the building (such as when you are cleaning) children:  

 May use the gym equipment IF you (not your child) check that all is put away perfectly. 

 May NOT be in or use anything in a classroom that you are not cleaning. 

 May NOT use any of the school’s devices: iPads, laptops, electronic boards, etc. 

 

So, keep your children with you when you are in the school or let them play in the gym. Everything else 

is off limits. 

 

Poker 

Two weeks ago, we held our March Poker Fundraiser at Wintergarden Tavern bringing in $1000 for the 

school.  

 

A big thank you goes out to our volunteers for that event:  Lindsey Rossow-Rood, Dawn Lauzon, 

Deanna Pyle, Randon Trautwein, Amanda Beeler, Derek Westendorf, Troy Klann, Ingrid Fischer, 

Katie Hall, Staci Giske, Jeannine Laible, Emily Besecker, Megan Parsons, Elise Harrison, Corey 

Allshouse, Karlin Flanery, Stephanie Ward, Matyi Fazakas and Kate Olson 

 

Our April event is just a week away and we have 3 spots open for this event.  
 

We have also added a May event which is wide open! The May event runs from May 9- 12, and will be 

located at Doc's Sport Retreat just off of 7 Mile Rd.  

 

Here is the link to sign up. If you haven't worked your required two four-hour shifts for these 

events, please sign up early so you get the spot that you want! If you have, and are able to help 

with an additional shift, it would be so greatly appreciated! 
 

http://signup.com/go/UwaVSeZ 

 

Remember, you don't need to know anything about poker to volunteer! We simply sell chips to the 

players and redeem the chips when they are finished playing. Simple as that! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kate Olson at 313-399-0838 or kate_olson3@hotmail.com.  

http://signup.com/go/UwaVSeZ
mailto:kate_olson3@hotmail.com
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Summer Programs at New Morning School 
We have created five weeks of fun and learning for children ages 3 – 11 this summer. Brochures are 

in the rack in the lobby. You may also access the complete brochure online at newmorningschool.org 

or follow this link: 

 

https://newmorningschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/nms_summer_programs_2018_LR.pdf 

 

There are registration forms online, and in the brochure. Hope to see you there! 

 

Special Camps this June 

 

We are hosting two additional camps presented by other groups: 

 

On June 18 – 22, Kathy Baker, our art teacher, will offer her Power of Drawing classes to school-age 

children, presented by her company, Young Rembrandts. More info to follow. 

 

On June 25 – 29, George Albercook of Rocks and Robots will be offering a robotics class and rock 

climbing camp. More info to follow.  

 

Shamanic Sound Immersion 

 

Kelly Klann is leading this class. Ask her for more information at kklann@me.com. 
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Happening Events 

April 

Thur.  April 12  PM Assessment Day  
for EL & MS  

Dismiss 11:30 am – EL, MS  
Testing grades 3, 5, 7  
There is Kids’ Club in PM for EL, MS  
Regular school day for PS, K  

Fri.  April 13  NOTE CHANGE: Preschool 
and all classes in session 

  

Tues.  April 24  Community Eat & Meet  6:30 pm; req’d co-op families  
Pot Luck 
 

May 

Tues. May 15 Fall Enrollment Night 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Please attend if registered for the fall 

Thurs.& Fri. May 24 & 25  Records Day No school - all levels  

There is full-day Kids’ Club – all levels 

 

Mon. May 28 Memorial Day No school – all levels 

 

June 

Fri. June 8 All-School Picnic 5:30 pm 
Fun for all ages 
 

Mon. June 11 

 

Performance – PS, K, EL, MS 6:30 pm 

Livonia Civic Center Library 

 

Tues. June 12 Last day of school –  

Dismiss 12:30 pm 

PS, K, EL, MS 

Full-day Kids’ Club care – all levels in PM 

& continues through  

Fri., June 15.  

No childcare after June 15 

Wed. & Thur. June 13 & 14  Conference Days  By appointment  

There is full-day Kids’ Club – all levels – 

through June 15 
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         Preschool Brainstormers 
 

 
We hope everyone enjoyed the spring break.  We are excited to hear your children’s stories about what 

they did. 

What’s New 

It’s officially spring.  This week we’ll discuss and explore what that means.  Some questions we’ll ask 

are what are the sounds, colors, smells, and typical weather of spring.  We hope to go on a spring 

scavenger hunt.  Friends can make spring flowers using an interesting marker and water technique, 

and create spring-inspired water colors.  We’ll play a spring math game at discovery and have shaving 

cream at the sensory table.    

We will have popcorn in the sensory table in Trisha's room, and we will study seeds and make spring 

egg watercolor paintings. 

Trisha will teach the Friday preschool class this week as Marisa will be at an early childhood teaching 

conference in Grand Rapids.     

Teachers of the Week 

This week’s teachers are Lucy (M&T) and Peyton (W&Th) in Marisa’s room and Harper (M&W) and 

Parker (T&TH) in Trisha’s room. 

Sleds 

It is time for them to go home.  Please retrieve your child’s sled from the playground.  Thank you! 

What’s Happened 

We had many fantastic learning experiences through our Sandra Boynton and Rosemary Wells author 

studies.  We also celebrated your child’s accomplishments with you during parent teacher conferences.  

There will be another set of conferences at the end of the school year.  We can’t believe it’s right 

around the corner already! 

Thank you to Felix’s family for hosting Benny the Easter Bunny over spring break.  We hope he was a 

courteous guest. 
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Guest Readers 

Thank you to all of our guest readers during the month of March.  Before break Tommy’s Mom, Katie 

joined us as well as our head of school, Elaine.  If you weren't able to read to your child’s class and 

would still like to, just contact us.  We’ll do our best to accommodate you. 

 

Trisha and Marisa 
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                              Kindergarten Explorers 
 
                                                      
 

    
 

 
 

A Peek At This Week 
Welcome back! This week we will start a new unit in math (time), practice our rainbow words, and learn 
a new sound EA.   
 
ABC/Writing Center 
This week we will continue to practice our rainbow words. Hopefully, in addition to our practice, we will 
add another color to our rainbow word set. Those who are ready for the next set will be able to move on 
and those who need more practice will be able to continue to practice the red and orange sets we have 
already completed. 
This week your child will be practicing the following sets: 

Orange Words Yellow Words Green Words Blue Words 

Grace, Elizabeth, Austin, Luca, Nora Carter Canaan Evy, Daniel 

 Write rainbow words in sand, shaving cream, and paint, with multiple colors 
 Play Sight Word Soup 
 Play Sight Word Zingo 
 Play Sight Word Go Fish 

 
Math 
This week we will begin a new unit- Telling Time! 

 Compare and contrast digital and analog clocks 
 Tell time to the hour 
 Create an About Time Book 
 Color by code 

 
Phonics 
This week we will begin a new letter combination that has multiple sounds- EA (as in break and leaf) 

 Create and personalize EA Word Books 
 Play EA Memory Match 
 Practice writing and saying EA words 

 
 

 



-8- 

Art 
This week we will create rainbow-inspired pieces of artwork. 

 Rainbow Mosaics  
 Hanging Rainbows 

 
Sensory 
Colorful Water Beads 
 
Project Work 
Last week we completed research questions, conducted surveys, and created one-of-a-kind pieces of 
art work. This week we will continue project work. We will schedule presentations upon project 
completion.   
 
 
Austin- Scarlet Ibis 
Canaan- Arctic Fox 
Carter- Puffin 
Christian- Penguin 
Daniel- Bald Eagle 
Elizabeth- Tiger 
Eva- Mom and Dad 
Evy- Gorillas  
Grace- Giraffes 
Henry- Cobras 
Luca- Eel  
Maya- Polar Bear 
Lucy- Turtles  
 

         
Mark Your Calendars 
Friday, April 13:   Ms. Kate away at MIEYC conference  
Tuesday, April 24:   Community Eat and Meet 
Thursday, May 31:  Detroit Zoo Field Trip (Young Fives welcome to attend). More information 

closer to field trip day. 
 
Happy spring! 
-Kate 
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                        Elementary Scholars 

 

Welcome Back! 
It was great having a week to recharge and relax but we are back! 
 
Spring! 
We think it is safe to take home the sleds. They are located in the preschool playground. Thanks! 
 
Assessment Day 
On Thursday, April 12, the third graders will be staying for the afternoon to do the longest test portion of 
the Stanford Test. We will do the testing after lunch and we give them a break between the two tests. 
Everyone else can go home or stay for Kids' Club. 
 
New Topic of Study 
We are working on land forms for social studies before we start our study of Michigan.  
 
Enjoy the wonderful weather! 
Christine and Cynthia 
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      Middle School Leaders  

 

 

BAGEL SALE PROCEEDS DONATED 

Our WWEB team – Sofia, Mari, Marissa, and Scarlett – are thrilled to report that thanks to 

the generosity of the NMS students and parents, we were able to send two checks to the 

Malala Fund before the break to help girls and women afford school in third world countries:  

one for $413, and a second for $255!  Many thanks to all who have contributed.  Bagel sales 

will continue beginning this Wednesday. 

 

FOSTER CLOSET OF MICHIGAN INITIATIVE 

This week, our middle school students will determine what types of things we will be collecting 

here at NMS to donate to the Foster Closet of Michigan located in Plymouth, and designed 

to assist children of all ages who have suddenly been placed in foster care.  Watch for more 

information about this next week. 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

During Current Events on Monday, we will continue our exploration of the difference 

between equality and equity with an art activity based upon the first aid simulation and 

discussion we engaged in before the break.  Ask your middle schooler to explain what we did, 

what they learned from this experience, and what images they chose to represent equality 

and equity. 

 

ELA 

Before the break, Stella shared some love letters and break-up letters with our students 

from Dear Fahrenheit 451: Love and Heartbreak in the Stacks written by Michigan author 

Annie Spence.  Students have written their own letters to books they have loved or 

loathed over the years.  Look for these in the hallway outside the middle school classrooms 

this week. 

 

Before the break, we also read and discussed Chapters 5, 6, and 7 of the novel Jeremy Fink 

and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass.  This week, we will read and discuss Chapter 8.   

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Before the break, we began exploring and discussing the lines of latitude and longitude 

found on maps and globes, and how they are used. We also further sharpen our geography 

skills by mapping regions of the world we have studied along with important physical 

features of these regions.  Students also worked on and completed a map identifying the 

countries of Africa according to the five regions into which the continent is divided.  This 

 



-11- 

week, students will research Civilizations of Ancient India. This is the first step in a class 

project to create an eBook on this topic. 

SPELLING AND VOCABULARY 

This week, our root will be arch which is Greek meaning “rule” or “chief” as in monarchy, 

architect, archenemy, anarchist, and archetype.   

 

HALF-DAY WEDNESDAY FOR STANFORD TESTING 

This Wednesday afternoon, April 11, our 5th and 7th graders will begin taking the Stanford 

Test.  For these students, there will be a full day of school that day.  All other middle school 

students will be dismissed at 11:30am. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

On May 15 and 16, the middle school students and teachers will be overnighting at Camp 

Copneconic.  Thank you to David Everest who joined us last year and has already 

volunteered to join us again this year.  We will still need one additional dad to join us this year 

to both drive and chaperone.  If interested, please let us know. A packet of information about 

this camping trip will be coming home in your middle schooler’s Friday folder this week. 

 

Also in May, we will be spending a day at the Detroit Institute of Arts exploring relics from 

the Ancient Civilizations we have studied this year.  If you are interested in joining us and 

are able to help drive students to and from the DIA, please let us know.  More details and 

permission slips to follow. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE 

Cheryl will be having shoulder surgery this Wednesday, April 11, and will be out for the rest of 

the week.  Elaine will assist Stella in administering the Stanford Test on Wednesday afternoon. 

Cheryl will return to school Monday, April 16, slinged but ready for duty! 

 

Have a warm and sunny week! 😊 

 

 Stella and Cheryl  
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Aide and Teacher Sub List 

 
 

Volunteer Aide Substitute 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Jenelle Mazaris 
jenellejcm@yahoo.com 

734-748-3140 Monday mornings and 
Wednesdays all day 
 

 

Annette Solomon 
docsolo23@gmail.com 

937-304-1494 All except not Mon. or 
Tues. PM 

 

 

Paid Aides 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Cathy Sapelak 
sapelakc@gmail.com 

734-725-3446 Available Thur. PM Preschool/ K/ Elem 

Lisa Spielman 
lisaspielman15@gmail.com 

734-233-8068  Mon. AM; Thur. PM; all 
day Tues., Wed., Fri. 

Any program 

Samantha Trout 
sktrout@wccnet.edu 

 734-770-7471 Mon. - Thurs. PM, Fri. all 
day 

Any program  

Claire Bezuidenhout 
cbezuidenhout86@gmail.com 

 313-498-8025 Mon. – Fri., all day 

 
Any program  

Michael Tocco 
mtocco23@gmail.com 

 734-771-5071 Tuesday and Friday all 
day 
 

Any program 

Eden Kim 
edenkim76@gmail.com 

 248-200-8106 Thurs., PM and all day 
Friday. Also Tues., 
Thurs., Fri., for Kids’ Club 
 

Any program 

 
 

Teacher Substitutes 

Name Phone Number Days/Times Available Program 
Emily Besecker 
ebbesecker@gmail.com 

413-627-3809 Fridays only 
 

Any  

Jenelle Marzaris (volunteer) 
jenellejcm@yahoo.com 

734-748-3140 Monday mornings and 
Wednesdays all day 

 

Jeannine Laible 
jlaible@nyxinc.com 

504-569-1020 Fridays only Any 

Towela Okwudire 
towelaokwudire8_tzy@indeedemai
l.com 
 

 Mornings only until 11:15 am Any 

Lisa Spielman 
lisaspielman15@gmail.com 

734-233-8068  Thur. PM; all day Mon., 
Tues., Wed., Fri. 

PS or K 

Samantha Trout 
sktrout@wccnet.edu 

734-770-7471 Mon.-Thur. PM, all day Fri. Aide of 
Teacher sub 
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Michael Tocco 
mtocco23@gmail.com 

 734-771-5071 Tuesday and Friday all day 

 
Any  

 
 

Parent Aide Switching List 
Name Phone 

Number 
Days/Times Available Program 

Jillian Beckley 
jillianbeckley@gmail.com 

734-751-1069 Thursday AM  Preschool 

Alice Everest0 
everest_family@sbcglobal.net 

734-740-0292 
  

Sandor Fazakas 
otto13matyi@yahoo.co.uk 

734-748-3307 
  

Ingrid Fischer 
ifischer@mail.com 

248-875-5643 
  

Adriana Gauthier 
vilandra28@gmail.com 

248-881-0539 Thursdays Preschool 

Andrea Glomski 
aglomski@gmail.com 

734-306-2595 
  

Haas, Kristen 
kkozi3@yahoo.com 

734-765-6105 M-F Call for availability Preschool 

Hall, Katie 
kmhall14@hotmail.com 

440-387-9506 Call for availability 
 

 

Harrison, Elise 
emh5981@yahoo.com 

734-223-5172 Possibly Tues, Wed or Thurs 
Need notice for sitter 

Preschool 

Jeannie Jachman 
jeanniejachman@gmail.com 

248-345-8087 
 

Possibly Mondays or Tuesdays. Text for 
availability. 

Any Program 

Kelly Klann 
kklann@me.com 

313-570-9114 aoe  

Jeannine Laible 
jlaible@nyxinc.com 

504-569-1020 
  

Megan Parsons 
mdsparsons@gmail.com 

269-217-6315 
  

Jessica Sandhu 
sandhujessica758@gmail.com 

248-251-2258 Some Mondays - Call 
 

Mary Vartanian 
mfn21us@yahoo.com 

734-905-0295 Mondays. Kindergarten/Preschool 

Stephanie Ward 
doveie92580@yahoo.com 

734-837-4443 Thursdays. Call for availability.  Preschool 

Alexa Westendorf 
alexabrenne08@gmail.com 

937-626-7604 
  

 

Scholastic Books 

If you find some books that you would like to order the instructions are as follows; 

Go to www.scholastic.com 

 

If you are not already registered click on "Register" in the top right-hand corner. Under the heading 

"Parents and Families" click on "Register Now". Follow instructions from there. If you are already 

registered log in with your email address and password. 

 

At some point during the log-in/registration process it may ask you for our school activation code. Our 

code is LK4DH. 

http://www.scholastic.com/
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If you have any questions please contact Kate Olson at kate_olson3@hotmail.com or 313-399-

0838. 

      Addendum 
 

 

Shop ‘til You Drop – How to help the school 

 

Primary – Children’s Clothing Company  

Primary has a partnership program with schools to help with fundraising efforts. Should you be 

interested in making a purchase now or in the future, use this 

link www.primary.com/school/newmorning and Primary will donate a percentage back to New 

Morning School. Additionally, first time purchases save 20% with the code 

NEWMORNING. See attached for more information. If you have any questions, please reach out. 

Please feel free to share our code and shopping link with your friends and family.  

          Heather Johnson 

 

                  iGive.com  

This is a simple way to raise money for New Morning school!  Use iGive.com to shop at over 

1800 online retailers and a portion of your purchase is donated back to New Morning 

School.   The participating retailers include Kohl’s, Target, ToysRUs, Groupon, Apple, Pottery 

Barn, Macy’s, expedia.com…   

 

To get involved, go to www.iGive.com and create an account.   Then, choose New Morning 

School as your cause. For your purchases to be registered with iGive, you have to do one of two 

things on your home computer. 

1. - Go to the iGive.com “mall” and click on the link to the online retailer where you want to 

shop.  The “mall” is an alphabetical list of 1800 links to the participating retailers. 

2. - Download the “iGive Button.”  This is a web browser add-on.   It automatically notices that 

you are shopping at an iGive participating retailer and registers your transaction.   

 

All the details can be found on the iGive site. Please contact Anne Vondracek if you have 

questions. (anne.vondracek@gmail.com).   

 

smile.amazon.com  

Instead of going to amazon.com to shop, go to smile.amazon.com. The first time you do this you 

will select New Morning School as your charity. You do this only once. Then every time you 

shop the school receives a percentage of your sales. One, two, three! Shop! 

 

mailto:kate_olson3@hotmail.com
tel:(313)%20399-0838
tel:(313)%20399-0838
http://www.primary.com/school/newmorning
http://igive.com/
http://expedia.com/
http://www.igive.com/
http://igive.com/
mailto:anne.vondracek@gmail.com

